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That&#39;s not the ratio Amazon reports in its annual proxy filing, released yes

terday. There, the company calculates median pay vs. CEO compensation using Bezo

s&#39;s salary-a comparatively modest $1,681,840. Based on that figure, Bezos ma

de just 59 times his median employee.
The difference highlights the shortcomings of the compensation reporting require

ment, enacted for public companies following the 2008 financial crisis. Billiona

ire entrepreneurs like Bezos rarely receive sky-high salaries; instead, their we

alth is tied up in their stock holdings. The $35.1 billion that Bezos accumulate

d based on Amazon stock increases is not liquid in the same way that his employe

es&#39; payroll checks are, but his new net worth does have an immediate effect 

on his buying power. Over time, he&#39;ll be able to cash out as he pleases.
Amazon.com warehouse and fulfillment center in Shakopee, Minnesota. [Photo: Flic

kr user Tony Webster]
The Intercept reported on Thursday that one in three Amazon warehouse employees 

in Arizona depend on food stamps, or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program () Tj T*
BT /F1 12 Tf 50 116 Td (SNAP) benefits.

In Arizona, new data suggests that one in three of the company&#39;s own employe

es depend on SNAP to put food on the table. In Pennsylvania and Ohio, the figure

 appears to be around 1 in 10. Overall, of five states that responded to a publi

c records request for a list of their top employers of SNAP recipients, Amazon c

racked the top 20 in four.
In the shareholder letter that accompanies the proxy filing, Bezos credits a cul

ture of &quot;high standards&quot; for contributing to Amazon&#39;s success. &qu

ot;The high standards our leaders strive for have served us well,&quot; he write

s. By way of example, he cites Amazon Prime, now at over 100 million paying cust

omers globally.
Amazon&#39;s accomplishments are impressive, to be sure. But it&#39;s hard not t

o wonder what would happen if its billionaire leader took a &quot;high standards

&quot; approach to his employees as well as his customers.
Update: An Amazon spokesperson issued the following statement:
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